September 10th, 2026
Dear Peace Lutheran Family,

I am so happy to be here!

That feels like the simplest - and most important - place to begin. I am grateful for the welcome you have already given me, and I am excited to begin this life of ministry together. I know that starting a new call is a little bit like joining a family: there are names to learn, stories to hear, traditions to discover, inside jokes to figure out, and probably a few things I will inevitably do that make everyone think, “Oh, she's new.” 😊

I'm ready for all of it.

For those who don't know me yet, here is a little bit about the person behind the title “Pastor.”

I grew up in Apple Valley and graduated from Eastview High School. My parents still live in my childhood home, my two brothers and their families are nearby, and I still have some of my best friends from childhood. I now live in Champlin with my husband, Anthony, and whichever of our three adult children happen to be in town at the moment.

Our kids are Emma, 26; Maddie, 24; and Jeremiah, 20. They have each had the audacity to grow up and move into adulthood, which I have decided is a completely unnecessary part of parenting. Thankfully, our family is very close. We enjoy celebrating one another almost as much as we enjoy teasing one another.

Anthony is my ride-or-die and my favorite person to do just about anything with. He is relentlessly positive, loves to laugh, and has a wonderful ability to keep me from taking myself - or life - too seriously.

Our daughter, Emma, is a Captain for SkyWest Airlines and my mini-me in more ways than either of us probably needs to admit. I'm especially happy that she recently moved back to Minneapolis. My stepdaughter, Maddie, lives in Fargo and works in Accounting and Payroll at Baseline Fitness, and our son, Jeremiah, is a sophomore at the University of Iowa - Go Hawks! We have nine nieces and nephews, and much of our extended family lives nearby, so family gatherings can get wonderfully chaotic.

When I'm not doing church things, you'll likely find me spending time with family or friends, playing board games or cards, reading, watching movies, hiking, or traveling. I enjoy trying new foods and eating out, and some favorites include chicken enchiladas, Reubens, sweet potato fries, pumpkin pie, and dark chocolate.

I also have an affinity for all things Disney - especially the music. If you see me singing enthusiastically along to Disney songs in my car, please just let me have my moment. I also go crazy for 90s music and, really, anything I can sing along to.

And I am definitely a night person. Although, if I can start my day with coffee in my favorite chair, I'm willing to admit that mornings aren't all bad.

My path to becoming a pastor was not exactly a straight line. I started out pursuing teaching, then nursing, then youth ministry, before finally saying yes to God's call to ordained ministry. Looking back, I can see that God was patiently calling me to serve the Church all along. It just took me a while to discern exactly how.

I'm grateful for the long way.

Teaching and nursing have both become gifts I use in ministry, and one of my favorite parts of being a pastor is pastoral care. I am continually humbled by the privilege of being invited into sacred moments in people's lives - the joyful ones, the difficult ones, and the ordinary ones that become sacred simply because someone is willing to share them.

I also enjoy teaching people of all ages about God and Scripture, and I hope our life together will include plenty of opportunities to learn, ask questions, grow in faith, and laugh at ourselves along the way.

What drew me to Peace Lutheran is the sense that this is a congregation that loves to be together, loves to learn, and loves to serve God's people. That sounds like a pretty wonderful fit to me.

I believe the heart of Christian community is love and connection. God created us to live in community with one another, and the Church is a beautiful place to practice that life together. We get to celebrate one another, carry one another when life is hard, learn together, serve together, worship together, and occasionally just be silly together.

I want to be your pastor in all of those moments.

I want to lead worship with reverence and meaning, but also with authenticity. I don't think worship needs to feel like a production in order to be beautiful. I want us to bring our whole selves into this community - our joy, grief, questions, gratitude, doubts, laughter, and hope.

And I want to get to know you. Not just your names. I want to know your stories, what makes you laugh, what matters to you, what traditions are important, what you're celebrating, and what you're carrying. So, I've included a little “Getting to Know You” game with this letter. Please print it, fill it out and send it back to me or drop it off in the offering plate or church office. It can be completed by a whole household, by one person, or by whoever happens to be willing to participate. There are no right answers!

I am grateful that God has called me to Peace Lutheran, and I am eager to discover what God will do in and through this community of faith.

Thank you for welcoming me.  I am happy to be here. Truly.

Let's worship, learn, serve, laugh, and live out God's love together.

Grace and Peace,
Pastor Anne Schaefer
Pastor.Anne@PeaceBloomington.org
